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barber v.ho inchided a marvelcus massage with every
haircut, and a variety of wandering hucksters who were just
selling stuff. To this day a Tibetan prayer horn hangs in my

foyer bought from one of those fellows. Y

Cn one occasion | watked into town with two of my dorm l

mates heping to rendezvous with a grevp of girds, Before we
could findthe girls, a man stepped up to us and, addressing
me, said, and said it «ith absolute cciwiction, "You're going
to marry a girl named Margaret.” Aed if | would pay him a
small consideration, ke vio.ld tell me more. As it happened,
cne of our classmates was named IMargaret, and | considered
her a good friend, but she 'was definitely not my girlfriend.
Another classmate wvias.

Now | was, and am, a fortune teller non-belever, and | felt
quite sure | smel!\ed a scam. So | said to tle fortune teller,
"There's a gir in tcwn. 1"}l describe her to you. Find her and
tell her she is going to marry a guy named Dave, I'll pay
you." “Ne!” He said with an air ef dignit and firality. "You
are gcing to marry dlargaret!" end walked off, | vas a little
shaken and never forgot it. All my fife |'ve kept a wary eye
out for Margarets. But | thirk I'm safe now. Fifty years ago |
married a gifl named Tess, and I've been happy ever since,

Margare:? Oh, I'm still frierds with Margaret. She lives with
her family in Florida. We visit cn Facebcok. Hi, Magaret!

On H\:Cr"h king

People cen't kitchhike ary more. Fiity years ago, it was

pretty ccmmon. ! hitchhiked tack and forth o coliege, scme

400 miles. ‘when | took a break from college, | hitchhiked 1
across the couniry and half vsay back. | took the long way,

going dcwn along the East Coast to Florida with a visit vath a

cousin. 1 had that sense of acventure and freedom Huck ang
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Jim had on the Migsissippi. My cousin’s husband in Florida
gave me an old quilt coat and | remerrber at least ore night
wearing that coat, curled up in the woods. | carried a fish
fine and a hook, but [ never had occasion to catch fish.

Then west to Louisiana and Texas witere ! visited other
cousins. ¢n to LA where [ »isited an cld girifriend, nevsiy
married, and up to San Francisco where | got a job for a
while in a printet’s shop. And then the drait board suggested
if | wasn‘tin ccllege any more, | might like to sperd acoup’e
years in the US Army. So | started hitchhiing back home to
return to college.

I had luck as a hitchhiker, or &t 'east | had luck untif !

didn‘t. People driving long distarces p:cked me up, almost
exclusively men, truckers, a very fev: couples. | vias only
propositioned once, and it was okvicus that 1 was so taken
aback that the guy said to me, “Nobody hasever asked you
befcre, have they?” “No," | said, “andl as far as I'm
concerred, no one has asked me now.” He let me off at the
first stop.

Drivers vianted to <alk, to tell me their stories, or they wanted
me to talk. Once in Lcusiana, a vary young couple stopped. |
prepared to clinb in the back, but they said no, sit up front
with them. Those ‘were the days of bench seats. They had the
racio loud and every third song was the Beaties” "I WWanna
Hold Your Hand.” | saw that the woman, a girl really, bad a
ring and some cheap Florida souvenirs. | asked if they were
just married, and they said yes. but didn't elatorate. | doubt
that they were much older than | was. | cou!dn't resist asking,
"Did you run off?" No, they were just driving home after their
hcneymoon. | rode several hunclred miles «with them, close
quarters in the fron® sea?, and that's about all they said,
although the girl shewed me ker scuvenirs. It was ckvious
the radio and a third party gave them the distance they
needed. Eventually they stopped at a restaurant that was &
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